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I has often occurred to. ſome individuals, that if a proper mode 

could be adopted of publiſhing valuable religious Manuſcripts, or 
ef reprinting ſcarce and uſeful Books, it ** be * of 

— benefit to * 2 ; 
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Wrru this view, a 1 Godlety was lately eſtabliſhed, which is go- 
verned by certain regulations ſuitable to the nature of the inſti- 
tution. The expence of their tracts are at preſent defrayed by the 


neſs muſt depend upon the amount of their funds, they ſolicit the 
aſſiſtance of ſuch as do not find it convenient to become mem- 
vers. Contributions may be ſent to Mr. Joun-OcLz Book- 
ſeller, Parliament-Square, Treaſurer to the Society ; ; or to Mr. 
: Jour amen. Merchant, Graſs-market. 7 


Elbe, aut 18. 153. 5 


ſubſcriptions of the members.—But as the extent of their uſeful- Tm 


THOUGHTS: 


%. 


BACKSLIDINGS OF BELIEVERS, S. 


Ans GH the word of Go p uniformly eſta- 
bliſhes the comfortable and animating doctrine of 
the final perſeverance of the ſaints, yet it is clear, 
both from ſcripture and experience, that the people 
of GoD may, for a ſeaſon, fall under grievous back- 
flidings. This ariſes from a variety of cauſes, both 
internal and external. But as the ſpiritual proſpe- 
rity of believers is a matter which nearly concerns, 
not their own comfort merelys. hut. uhe glory of 
Gop, and the good of their fellow-men, the fol- 
lowing plain remarks on that ſubject will, it is hop- 
ed, be ſeaſonable at this day of general declenſion. 
It muſt however be obſerved, that it is not the 
declenſions of nominal Chriſtians, but of the true 
children of GoDp, which are now to be conſidered. 
With reſpe& to the former, ſooner or later they 
will fall away. 'Temporal proſperity, perſecution, 
or reproach, will ſoon diſcover their hypocriſy. 
Having no ſpiritual diſcernment of the truth, be- 
ing deſtitute of thoſe gracious principles of which 
the word of Gop is the proper nouriſhment, and 
being actuated by ſelfiſh motives only, they will 
by and by lofe reliſh for the means of grace, pro- 
| bably relinquiſh their profeſſion of religion entirely, 
or may even prove implacable enemies to the cauſe 
and friends of Him whom they once called their 
—_ : 
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4 On the Backſlidings of Miles, 
As to the real Chriſtian, often there ſeems to be 


an univerſal change in his caſe and frame. Every 
thing is out of order; and he languiſhes under ſpi- 
ritual indiſpoſition. lt is now that iniquities pre- 
vail pers him, and daily gain ground. He ſighs, 
and goes backward. Gray hairs are here and there 
upon him, yet he knoweth nat. After a long courſe 
of lively experience, when his ſoul was lite a watered: 
garden 4, all with him now is dry, languid, and. 
barren. His heart indeed ſtill remembers Gop ;. 
but not with thoſe warm emotions of love, grati-. 
tude, and confidence in Him, which he was wont. 
to feel. The ordinances of religion, thoſe precious 
paſtures of grace, where his foul was fed and 
| irenpthened, and where he held lively communion: 
with 
they once were. Hap py as he uſed to be in the 
company of the ſaints, now he has, '© a great mea-- 
ture, loſt reliſh for their fellowſhip. How: eagerly: 
did he embrace every opportunity for fecret devo- 
tion ! But now he Rat inſenſibility and indifference 
daily gaining ground in his ſoul. - His heart dors. 
not now (as. it was wont to do) enter into the caſe 
of the church, and rejvice or lament as the cauſe of 
Jesvs flouriſhes or deca s. The diſpenſations ef 
Providenee are overlooked and negle@ted ; nor does 
his exerciſe ſuit the aſpect of God's operations. 
In ſhort, he keeps up the form of religion, as for- 
merly ; does 'not habitually. omit” either public or 
private devotion : but the heart, the ſpirit, and life 
of vital godlineſs he by no means fcels as in times. 
: fr. | 
P This melancholy condition of the Chriſtian, 
though moſt criminal and unpleaſant, is not deſ- 
perate. He may indeed be ſuffered to continue 
long | in this uncotnfortable and awful ſtate, But. 


Hofes vii. 2. + Ihiah lk 11. 


is heavenly Father, are not now to him what. | 


„and Means of Recovery. 8 
the LoR D will raiſe him up again. JIESsUs prays 
for him, that his faith fail not. His union to the 
Prince of life ſecures his reſtoration to the enjoy- 

ment of all the privileges and comforts connected 
with vital godlineſs.—lt is impoſſible, heweyer, 
ſufficiently to dread, with holy awe, even the ap- 
| pearance of falling into this deplorable frame of : 
mind. 


Spiritual declenſions generally originate in the | 
| neglect, or careleſs performance of ſecret duties. 
Lively ſecret devotion is a mean eminently bleſſed 
for promoting grace in the heart. When the Chriſ- 


tian therefore omits theſe duties, or performs. them 


negligently, he muſt neceffarily grow weak and 
languid. When David cried unto the Lok, he 
was Hrengtbened with firength in his ſeul f. So is 
every believer.—lf the child of Gop is enabled to 
exerciſe faith in prayer, though he may labour un- 


der many diſcouragements and dithculties, he ſhall | 


experience the accompliſhment of the promiſe, That. 
in waiting on the LoRD, he renews his ſtrength... 
When the Chriſtian gives too great a proportion 
of his time to public, and is cold and formal in 
ſeeret duties, he uſually ſuffers ſeverely for it. To 
others he may appear lively and ſpiritual ; but the. 
ſolid, rich, and powerful effects of the truth, which 


he felt i in his own heart when he was more aſſi- 


duous in holding ſecret fellowſhip with Gop, are 
in a great meaſure gone. None can prize public 
ordinances more highly than the flouriſhing Chriſ- 
tian. Yet he feels, that it is chiefly by means of 
ſecret duties (where his work is more immediately 
between Gop and his own foul, and where he is 
diſentangled from thoſe ſnares which too often ſti- 
mulate him when in company), that his ſoul grows 


Luke xxii. 323. Þ Pſalm cxxxvili. 3. 


& On the Backſſidings of Believers, 
in judicious and ſohd Chriſtian experience. “The 
* richeſt variety of public means (ſays a much 


& eſteemedanthor), and the cloſeſt attendance upon 
„ them, will leave us fean and pining in the midſt 


=. of plenty, if we arc remiſs and formal” in ſecret 


prayers and in reading the word *. 
- It is by no means intended in the leaſt to depre- 
ciate the public inſtitutions of religion. Social 
worſhip is of the higheſt importance to the Chriſ- 
tian.—How frequently is his foul quickened, re- 
|  frefhed, and comforted, in the ſanctuary of Gopt 
There he is often ſatisfied as with marrow and fai 
uff. — Unleſs theſe public means, however, are 
carefully and diſigently improved by him in ſeoret, 


their end, as to * win, in a * meaſure, be 
fruſtrated. | 


Undee attachment to the world 0 alſo be 
| <onfidered as a cauſe of fpiritual declenſions. How 
unſeemly for a redeemed ſoul, and how far beneath 

the dignity of a co-heir with "Cans the LorD, 
to be mordinately purſuing the fading honours, or 
the unfatisfactory advantages. of this world! No- 
thing can be more deſtructive to livelineſs in reli- 
gion than this difpoſition. Becauſe. of their covet- 
 oufnefſs, the Lokp is. wroth. with his children, and 
. Fmnites them}. By indulging it, the Chriſtian piercer 
Simſeif through ith many forrows l. While in this 
world, it is neceſſary that. he ſojourn ar franger 


and pilgrim g. If he overlooks his character as ſuch,. © 


and wanders from God after vanity, it is likely the 


| Lokp may reſtore him by means the moſt Pe 
and diſtretſing. 


If the Chriſtian indulges any one fin, however 
ſecret, it will prove as a cancer, or gangrene, and 


| * See Newton's Works, vol. ii. page 213. + Plalm lili 5. 
| Uaiab Ivil. 27, L 1 Vans yh 16, 5 Heb, xi. 13. 
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It may be 
he obſerves it; but his reſiſtance to it — ariſes 


et away the life and power of religion 


from a conviction of guilt, than from beart-det? 
of it, as a loathſome and abominable object. 
he does not appropriate the 


on this account? 4 


Immoderate affection for things in n 
trafel, may be ranked among the cauſes of declen- 


Hon. In pro 


into his heart, he loſes ſight of God as the 


Portion and reſt of his ſoul. Whatever he does — 
enjoy in God, will ſooner or later prove a trial and 
croſs to him. Such indulgence muſt provoke his 
Father to hide his face, and to write bitter * 


againſt him. 


When the believer engages in Eviriiual duties 
from no higher principle than that he may exerciſe 
gifts, or do honour to himſelf, he is certain of 
feeling diſmal confequences. If ſingleneſs of * : 
in any part of our Chriſtian walk, is wanting, it 


neceflarily occafions weakneſs and feebleneſs in fe 


rious godlineſs.— Self- ſeeking is a dangerous dif- 


temper. It wounds and deſtroys in proportion as 


it prevails or is indulged. Uprightnefs and fimpli- 
city are effential parts of Chriſtianity. Nor can we | 


follow * it we do not deny ourſcives. — 
nl. k. 


grace and Spirit ar 
Jesus for its ſpeedy and effectual mortification, . 
dut trifles with, and makes light of it.—lIt is almoſt 
certain, that this unhappy frame will iſſue in that 
nanguiſn of mind, and that breaking of the bones, of 
which David mourns fo bitterly *. ' I it dangerous 
to reſt ligbt. The Lord ſeverely chaſliſes his chil- 
dren kgs they do ſo. And who can tell how 
long he may contend. in hot. diſpleaſure with them 


portion as the Chriſtian admits => 


— — 
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Every experienced Chriſtian can tell how much 
1 has languiſhed, after indutging floth and ſecu- 
rity. Diligence and activity are no leſs neceſſary 
in ſpiritual than in natural life. An indolent frame 
is the bane of lively religion. It paves the way to 
multiplied evils; and gives our ſpiritual enemies 
* pollible Ig over us. 


But the great cauſe of ſpiritual declenfions, and 
that indeed which occafions every other, is, omit- 
ting the exerciſe of faith in CHRIST. He is our 

Head of Influences; and, by faith, his myſtical 

:members derive renewed ſupplies of grace from his 

fulneſs.—It is impoſſible, therefore, that we can 
flouriſh in the divine life, if faith is low in its exer- 
-eife. It is then that unbelief, that root of bitter- 
| Nets, prevails, and 1s ſucceeded by every other cor. 
ruption. Not feeling the refreſhing inward power 
of religion, duty becomes burdenſome : and mat. 
ters are never better with us till the LorD increaſe 
faith, and we are again led forth i in its lively exer- 
| eiſe. | 


T_— a 


2 0 \ thoſs atbe's ave labouri ng t and - Spiritual Declenfion ons, 
the JR "g Direction are — offered. 


HEAR your heavenly Father, in aſtoniſhing 
"Tore, ſaying to you, Turn, O backſliding children, 
faith the LorD, for I am married unto jou. O 
Ifrael, return unto the LORD thy GO, for thou haſt 
Fallen by thine iniquity f. Return, ye backſliding chil- 
dren, and I will heal your backſlidings}. Have I been 


a wilderneſs unto Iſrael? a land of 4 20 J 


what melting words are theſe || 


| 2 . Jer. 1 ul, 14. 17 Hoſea xis. I. 1 Jer, itt, 2s. f Jer. l. 31. 
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The preſent caſe of your ſoul is attended with 
eircumſtances the moſt finful and uncomfortable. 
© lay it deeply to heart! Why ſhould you, who 
have hnown the conſtraining: love of Cakis r, re- 
ſemble the bypocrze ? It is not now with you as in 
times paſt, when your ſoul followed hard after Go, 
and when your walk with him was cloſe and ten- 
der.—Set apart ſome time for particular exerciſe 
about your unh fituation. Examine what have 
been the cauſes of your backfliding. Renew your 
appropriation of CHRIS T, as your All. Make ap- 
lication of his blood to your conſcience. Try to 
deeply affected with your ingratitude in wickedly: 
departing from your Gop. Truſt that He will be 
to you as the dew, reſtore your foul, lead you into 
green paſtures, and keep you from falling. Dwell- 
under His then ſhalt thou revive as the corn. 
grow as the vine, and caſt forth thy roots as Lebanon . 
In this way, frengthen-the things which remain, that* 
Conſider how nece it is, for promoting the 

glory of God, your —— and the . Pr Z 

your fellow Chriſtians, that you abound in the work 

ef the Lox D. A Chriſtian eminently lively, hu mble, . 

and exemplary, whatever his ſtation be, is a public 
bleſſing: but if carnal, earthly, and cold in religion, 

he does more harm than he imagines.—« How 

„ charming (ſays the late Mr. Brown) to ſee a ſaint. 

« abound in the fruits of righteouſneſs l to ſee him 
.at once devout, always leaning on his Saviour, 
always walking with his Gon: a dutiful child, 

“ an affectionate huſband, a truly kind parent, a 
. « faithful ſubject, a peaceful neighbour, a generous - 
friend, a redeemer of time, a counſellor: in per- 
e plexity, a ſympathizer in trouble, a comforter 
« amidſt grief; firm, intrepid, judicious ; full of: 


pfl Iii. 3. . Hoſea xiv. 5.7: | Rev. ik 2. 
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* tenderneſs, compaſſion, and benevolence ; dev 


tc yout, without ſecking to be ſeen of men; mo- 
« deſt, without baſhfulneſs; frank and affable, 
« without i impertinence; obliging and complaiſant, 
« without ſervility; cheerful, without noiſe *.” 


The following Hints are Ages as . of v1 PRE- | 


VENTING — Declenfions. 15 


5 END EA OUR to acquire a judicious and com- 
prehenſive knowledge of the ſeriptures.— The food 


and nouriſhment of the new nature is derived from 


| this fountain. We are born again, and grow up 


means of the word. From the oracles of Gop, the 
Chriſtian is furniſhed with every thing neceſſary 
for him while in this wilderneſs.—Be concerned, 
therefore, to fee] more and more the influence of 
the truth. Never reſt ſatisfied with the cleareſt 
ſpeculative: views of it, while your heart is not 
warmed, refreſhed, or ſanctified thereby. Theſe 
are certain concomitants of the teaching of the 
Horry Gnosr. Employ him therefore to 2 
you into all truth +. 

Otten make appropriation of CurisT, As your 
have received Cax1sT JEsus the Lord, ſo walk ye in 
Him f. Live by faith, and caſt all your burdens 
upon him. Never forget his own declaration, As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except it abide in 
the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in me. — With- 
aut me ye can do nothing ||. 


to the meaſure of perfect men in CHRIST, by 


* 


Study to plead the Faithful promiſes of your own 


Gop; z and believe that they ſhall certainly be ful- 


„ Chriſtian Journal, page x96. + John xvi. 1 Col. i. 6. 
 |-Jobaxr. 4,5. | 


e e . Chinacns wc, 
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filled to you. As your livelineſs in religion depends 
upon the renewed communications and powerful 
influences of the HoLy SPIRIT, apply eſpecially 
thoſe promiſes which relate to him; particularly, 
Prov. i. 23. Iſaiah xliv. 3, 4. John vii. 37, 38, 39. 


| Rom. viii. 26, 27. Senſible that, by your own 


exertions, you can do nothing acceptable in the 


ſight of Go, often pray as the church does, Awale, 


O north wind, and come thou ſouth ; blow upon my gar« 


dien, that the ſpices thereof may flow out. = 

Watch carefully over your own heart. Obſerve 
the firſt motions of fin; and, in the diligent uſe of 
proper means, employ Ixs us to deſtroy the. 

Attend the ſearching and powerful preaching f 


the word: affociate with ſuch Chriſtians as are moſt 


humble, ſpiritual, and judicious ; and carefully a- 
void entering upon unneceſſary diſputes, or indulg- 
ing a cenſorious or haughty temper. ' Learn of 
CHRIST, who was meek and lowly in heart. 


Beware of a talkative habit. Let compoſure and 


_ gravity mark your whole deportment. Levity and 


lightneſs of ſpirit will do you great harm.—Let not 
your gravity, however, degenerate into auſtere, re- 
ſerved, or uncourteous behaviour. An equal and 
ſerene temper is a bleſſing for which we cannot be 


too ſolicitous. 


Endeavour to enter into the ſpirit of every duty 
you are called to. Let every hour of your time be 


employed uſefully. Study to ſerve CHRIST, your 


Maſter, in your lawful buſineſs, as well as in reli- 


gious duties. If poſlible, retire often from the 
world, and ſpend ſome time in extraordinary devo- 
tion. This you will find an excellent mean of pro- 


.moting the life of religion. 3 1 
Walk habitually as in the preſence of Gon. 
Live near CHRIS: love Him ſupremely: reſt con- 


! 


- Cant. iv. 16. | 


42 On the Backſlidings of Believers, &c. | 
fidently in Him: devote your all to Him, who loved 
vou, and gave Himſelf for you; and, as a redeemed | 
ſoul, who works from, and not for life, do all in 
obedience to Him, and for His glory.— Thus bid. 
ing up yourſelf on your moſt holy faith, praying in the 
 HoLy GnosT, beep yourfolf in the bve GoÞ, } 
Jooking for the mercy of our Lon p JE Jesv's ( HRIST } 
— ach; "7 ll 


* * Jude, ver. 20, . 8 2 


THE END. 


